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ſpome that told our Saviour of the Galileans, whoſe 
Plate had mingled with their Sucrifices ; That is, (as this Story is 
made up by the. probable Conjecture of learned Men) who 
coming to Jeruſalem at the Paſſover, and being known or ſuſ- 
| pected by Plate, to have been ſome: of the followers of that Ju- 
| das, ſpoken of by Gamilie/, who had imaintain'd, ( 48s v. 37.) 
that it was not lawful for the ewe, being Abraham's Seed, to 
whom God had given the. Land of Canaan, to pay Tribute to 
the Roman Emperour, ind thereby acknowledge Subjection to 
a Foreign Power; were ſet upon by Pilate in the very Temple, 
ani ſlain by him while they were offefing their Sacrifice; b 
Which means their own. Blood became mingled with the B. 


9 


© of their Sacrifices, | 


Now with what deſign this Story was told to our Saviour, 
zs uncertain; whether only as a piece of News, or to thew the 
bloody Temper of Pilate ; or to enguge him to declare his Op- 
nion concerning the Caufe for which the Galileans ſuffer'd z-or 
whether perhaps for ſome other Reaſon, which we now canꝭ t ſo 


much as gueſß at: But he from thence takes occaſion to reprove 
and condemn (what was, tis likely, then a common practice 


among them; What is, I'm ſure, too common a Practice among 
e Cenfarh g and Judging as Reprobates and vile Sin- 


Us, vi 4 th maln N <A 
ner i fi as fall under any remarkable calamity, or are taken 


off by a violent or uncimely Death. (Per. 2.) And Feſus anſwer 
Ing, fat unto them, * ye that theſe Galileans were Sinners 4. 


| * the Galileans, beoauſe they fuffered ſuch thimgs? I tell .you, 
And then, chat this Say ing of his might not be under ſtood a 
meant to be reſtrain'd only to that one Cafe; he himſelf men- 
tions another of like Nature, which, it ſcems, had then lateh) 


e happen'd 


HE occaſion of theſe Words you may fee at the firſt | 
. -. Verſe of this Chapter: There pere preſent at that haſon | 
by 


Ml happen'd in Feruſalem ; of cighreen that had been hill by the fallof 


a Tower upon their heads; and who, it alſo ſeems, had upon 
this account undergone the like uncharitable Cenſure; Think 
ye, (lays our Saviour in the Text) that they were Sinners above all 
men that dwelt in Feruſalem? I tell you, Nay: but except ye repent i 
ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. 00; Sy = 
For the better - underſtanding of which Words, and of the 
Doctrine which we ate therein taught, we may obſerve; | 

1. That our Saviour here does not in the leaſt aiſcommend; 


much leſs does he forbid the attributing particular Events t 
Gocs Diſpoſition and Providence; whether they are effected 


and brought about by the malice and wickedneſs of Men, (as 
was the ughtet of the Galileunt by Pilate;) or by the efficacy 
of Natural Cauſes, (as was the death of thoſe Eighteen upon 
whom the Tower in Siloam fell ;) or by any other means, or 
immediate Cauſe whatſoever He does not in the leaſt intimate 
that it was beſides, or without the knowledge and diſpoſition of 
God, that the Galileans were fo ſlaughter'd by P:late; or that 
the fall of the Tower upon thoſe Eighteen here ſpoken of, was 
nothing elſe but Chance, or Evil accident. Nay, the contrary 
to this he has in other places of his holy Goſpel plainly taught; 
viz, That no evil does ever befal as, but either by the ſpecial 
Order, Direction and Working of Providence; of by a limi- 
ted Power granted by God to other Cauſes upon ſome ſpecial 


Occaſion; ſuch as the Caſe of Fob he gave to Satan, (Job i. x = 
tion of his Perſon ; and after 


firſt over his Eſtate, with an e 
wards over his Body, (Job ii. 6.) to it, but not to deſtroysh 
For our Lords has told us, (Mat. x. 30.) That even e heirs of 

our head are all numbred; That the Cure of God's Providence 


(Mart. 6. 26, 28.) extends even to the Graſ of the Field, and to 
| the Fowls of the Air; T hat not ſo much as 48 


parrom falls to the 


ground, without Gad, (Mat. x. 29.) and therefore much leſs a Man; 


who is (Mat. x. 3 1.) of more value than many Spartoms, 


We may therefore, nay we ought, in all particular Events 


| that befall Qur-ſelves, or other Men, to' fee and acknowledge 


the Hand and Providence of God; we may fay, That i 610 
Work, and that his Hand has done it. Only what weought to for- 


bear, is, The pretending to give an account of the Reafons of the 


Divine Adminiſtrations, to ſay why God has done this, or why 
God has done that; why he gave the Galileans into the power 
of Pilate, or why he was pleas d to deſtroy theſe Eighteen by 
of a Tower upon their _—_ Fox theſe things we can't 

| ” 


the fall 
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certainly know without ſpecial Revelation, becauſe the Ways 


_ preſent Eſcape will be only a Temporary Reprieve, and what 


a1id*Counſels of God are unſearchable ; we ought not therefore 
to pretend ro know them; we do fooliſhly and raſhly, when ie 
offer to give our Judgment concerning them, ee ago 
2. It may be further obſery'd, That our Saviour does not 
there deny but that the Eighteen ſpoken of in the Text, and 7 
likewiſe the Galileans that had been before ſpoken of, were 
Sinners, and conſequently well deſerv d the calamities that had 
befallen them; He only denies that they were greater Sinners Þ 1 
than many others were whom the like Evil-accidents had not ; 
befallen: Suppꝛſe ye that they were Sinners above all the Galileans? 11 
or think ye that theſe were Sinners above all that dwell in Jerufalem, e 
becauſe he ſuffered ſuch things? I tell you, Nay. ee 
Althoꝰ therefore, wWe may fay in general, that all Femporal 
Judgmenis are the Expreffion of God's Diſpleaſure againſt Sin, 
we can't take upon us to ſay with certainty, what Sins, or, 


t 
t 
W hoſe Sins in particular they were that drew down the ludg- / 
ment. And if one Man be ſtricken and another Man eſcapes; | * 


we cant ſay that he that was ſtrick n was a worſe Man than 
he that eſcap d: We can't ſay that his being fo ftricken is at 
Argument that God was more highly diſpleas d with him than a 


be is with others who live to a good old Age, and at laſt die 


peaceably in their Beds; we ought not ro conclude, that he fis 6 
now ina bad condition in the other World, becauſe he far d ſo 

ill in this: We ſhould not deem Our-ſelves the Favourites of ce 
Heaven, or imagine Our. ſelves more righteous than our Neigh- 

bours, becauſe we eſcap'd better than they. But rather the 
Examples of God's ſeeming Severity on others ſhould put us 
upon examining and reforming our Lives; otherwiſe our own 


we flatter Our-ſelves is an Impunity will be only a Reſervation 
of us for a greater Vengeance, Behold, ſays the Apoſtle, thei 
Goodneſs and Severity of God, on them which fell, Severity; but t 
ward thee Goodneſs, if thou continue in his Goodneſs ; otherwiſe they 
alſo ſhalt be cut off. And, Szppoſe ye, fays our Saviour, that theſe 


were Sinners above others, becaufe they ſuffered ſuch things? T tell z G 
Nay; but except ye repent ye ſhall all liſtemiſe periſh: Ye ſhall like 
wile periſh; that is, Either by that or ſome other, perhaps by ra, 
a much worſe Calamity ; Or, if ye are not thus corrected andi Ev 
puniſhedin this World, ye will, for that Reaſon be more ſur 
gcondemn'd in the next. e ro . { 1 
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Grave in peace. 


| World, an | 
© fad Calamity or be taken off by a violent and untimely Death, 
It is no where ſaid in Scripture that a good Man ſhall never die 


In diſcourſing on theſe 
Things. 5 PR V * 4 
I. I ſhall ſhew that it is a very unwarrantable and uncer- 
tain Judgment which we make of any Man from the Evils that 
efal him in this Life, or from the Manner of his Death. Sup- 
poſe ye that they were Sinners above others? Ttell ye, Nay, And 


* 


II. That the right Uſe that we ought to make of any Evil 
or Calamity befalling another Man, either in his Life or in his 
Death, is, by the Conſideration thereof to be incited to reform 
and amend whatever is amiſs in our ewn Lives, leſt the ſame 
Evil, that has befallen him, or a worſe, ſhould befal us. Ex- 
cept ye repent ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. ; 
155 I (hal 125 that it is 4 a unwarrantable and uncer- 
tain Judgment which we make of any Man from the Evi 
that befal him in his Life, or from the Manner of his Death. 
Think. ye that thoſe eighteen upon whom the Tower of Siloam fell and 
ſlew them, were Sinners above all men that dwelt in Feruſalem ? Lrell 


- 


Words, I ſhall therefore do theſe tw9 


, Nay. 


And in diſcourſing on this Point, I ſhall nr. 
1. That there is no Warrant from Scripture for paſſing ſich 
a Judgment. ST 7... 
2. That there is no good Ground from Reaſon for paſſing 
ſuch a ſudgment. 3 + 
3. That ſuch Judgment is liable to great Miſtakes and Un- 
certainties. | | „ „„ 
: 4. That in ſome Inſtances, we are aſſurd it would have been 
1. That there is no Warrant from Scripture for paſting 
ſuch a Judgment. For it is no where in Scripture plainly ai 
that every 1 Man ſhall! certainly be proſperous in. this 
that every wicked Man ſhall certainly ſuffer ſome 


by a fad Accident, and that a wicked Man ſhall never paſs à 
long Life in Health and Proſperity, _nd at laſt deſcend to his 


" 


£ 


Nay, fo far is the holy Scripture from giving us any Encou- 


ragement to paſs our Judgment upon Men from the Good or 
Evil things that befal them in this Life, that on the contrary: 
ir expreſly declares that a certain Judgment can't be paſs d con- 
cerning any Man this way. There n 4 vanity that 6. done. por 
Earth (lays Solomon) that there be juſt Men unto mbam it happen*h 
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ac ; 


according to the work ef the wicked; Again, There be wicked 
Men to whom it hoppeneth according to the work of - the Righteous, 
Ecclef. viii. 14. And I conſider d in my heart even to declare all this, 
(fays the fame wiſe Obſerver, Eccleſ.1X. 1, 2.) That the Righteous, 
and the Wiſe, and their Works are in the Hand of God; No man 
khnoweth either Love or Hatred by all that is before them. All things 
come alike to all; there is one event to the Righteous and to the Mic- 
led; to the Good and to the Clean and to the Unclean ; to bim thas 
Sacrificeth and to him that ſacrificeth not; As # the Good ſo ij the 
Sinner, and he that ſweareth as he that feareth an Oath. 

Thus you ſee plainly there is no Warrant from Scripture 
for paſſing, ſuch a Judgment upon Men from what befals them 
here; and therefore ſuch Ju igment, being not fo warranted, 

muſt nceds be Raſh, Uncharitable and Uncertain. Eſpecially 
conſidering as I propounded to ſhew in the ſecond place. | 
2. That there is as little ground from Reaſon for paſſing ſuch 
a Judgment, as from Scripture. 


For if there be any Reaſonable ground for ſuckJudgment, it 
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muſt, I think, be drawn from the Nature of God conſider'd 
as a Being of e and Juſtice, and the wiſe Gover- 
nour of the World ; but all that can with certiinty be argu'd 
from hence touching this Matter is only this: 

Firſt; God being of infinite Purity and Holineſs, we may 
be ſure that he hates Sin, and that he has a Love for all good 
Men, but neverihelefs from what befals a Man in this World 
we can't judge certainly whether he be a good Man or » ; 
becauſe the very ſame Affliction or Miſhap, which by the Dit- 
pen ation of Providence is ſent upon one Man in Vengeance 
may be ſent upon another Man in Mercy; what is deſign*d for 
Povithmnent to one Man may be defign'd for a fatherly Cor- 
rection only to another. „ 

Again; God being perfect in Juſtice, we may be ſure that 
he never puniſhes or afflicts any Man undeſervedly; but it does 

1 therefore follow that he that is now puniſh'd is a greater 
55 than he that is now ſpar d; for he that is now judg'd 
may be only chaſtned of the Lord, that be ſhould not be condem- 
ned with the Mild: He may receive all his Evil things here, 
and have alb his Good things reſerv'd for another State: And 
he that is now ſpur'd may be kept only to be made a ſeveret 

Example of God's Vengeance another time, either in this Wor Id 
or the next. according to what is ſaid concerning Pha. 
raoh, Exod. ix. 16. In very deed, for this Cauſe haue T raiſed thee 
wp; Or, as it is in the Hebrem, made vice ftand ; (that is, For 


TOW 


OE nn 


that this difference ſhould not be conſtantly made in this 


IAA 2. 


this Cauſe have I hitherto preſerv'd the in Life, and made 
thee to ſurvive the Plagues that have taken away many of thy 


more innocent Subjects; for to ſbe in bee my Power, and that 
my Name may be declared throughout all the Egrth. Fhus, as St. 
Peter ſays (2 Pet. ii. 9.) The Lord knowpeth hom to reſerve the 
Unjuft unto the day of Fudgment to be puniſhed. E 
And Laſtiy; God being the wiſe Governor of the World, 


(Pla is. 8.) and alfopere& in Holineſs and Jaſtics, womay 


be ſure that he will judge the Vorid in righteauſneſs, and mini 
Judgment to the People in uprightneſs, as the FEſalmiſt fays ; We 
may be ſure that he will render to every man according to bis works; 
(Rom. ii. 6.) We may conſe quently be ſure chat he will make 
a wide difference between the Good and the Bad; and 974 
argue as Abrabam did, Gen, xvili. 2 5. That the Righteous ſhould t 
as the Wicked that be far from thee; ſhall not the" Fudge of all the 
Earth do right? But it does not therefore follow that this great 
difference that will certainly be made between the Righteous 
and the Wicked muſt needs be made in this World; *ts e- 
nough that it will certainly be made ſome time or other: Now, 


or at another time. Nay this Life being properly only a State 


or Trial, and the next of Retribution, it is moſt 7 
Vorid. 

3. As the judgment that we paſs upon Men from what be- 
fals them in this World is altogether ungrounded and unwar- 
ranted, fo it is likewiſe liable to great Miſtakes and Uncer- 
tainties ; becauſewe may be miſtaken in the Nature of theſe 


5 which we account Good or Evil; or, if we are not 


miſtaken in that, if they are indeed as Good or as Evil as we 
think them, we may Je be miftaken when we judge thera 
* of God's Love or Hatred, of his Favour or Dif 
Calure., | 5 Py 3 I 
And here opens a large Field of Diſcourſe, not to be boun- 
ded by the utmoſt Limits that your Patiente would allow to 


a Sermon: And therefore that I may not treſpaſs upon it too 
much, I will have reſpect, in what I ſhallfay upon this Head, 
| cheitlyto the Caſe of ſuch as rhoſe ſpoken of in the Text and 


in the foregoing Words. . "ts 
( x.) Then, Ifay, We may be miſtaken in the Nature of 
thoſe things which we account Good of Evil, ERS 
Particularly; We uſually account it a great Blefling for a 
Man to live to the full Term of Humane Life, which, as the 
Pſalmiſt ſays. (Pal. xc. 1 9.) is 1 3 and ten or fourſcore years; 


| | 
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545 die peaceably in his Bed; and a great Misfortune 
tor a Man to be cut off in the midſt of his days, to be taken 
away in the Flower of his Age; eſpecially if it be by a vio- 
lent Death. But J ſay, that it we conſider the thing well we 
ſhall perceive that N between that which we account 
14 bleſſedneſs, and this which we account a misfortune is rather 
1 2 than real, that it is not in the things but in the Perſon; 
Hecauſe that to a good Man any Death, at any time, is a Happi- 
ness; Bleſed are the Dead which die in the Lord: (Rev. xiv. 13.) 
Andito a wicked Man who lives and dies in his wickedneſs, the 
I Oy Lite is no Bleffing, and t he eafieft Death no Comfort 
= +42 2g00d Man, I fay, an Early or a Late Death are either | 
pot them in ſome reſpects, an Advantage; for if he dies young 
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he is the ſooner free d from the Miſeries of this evil World, 
End tranſlated to a ſecure and everlaſting Happineſs, where he 
is plac d out of the reach of Sin and Temptation, and out of dan- it 
0 of falling away from God; And is nqt this an Advantage; N 
Jo be taken from his work at Noon, and then to receive n 
his Wages, when others are forc'd to endure the Burden and In 
Heat, and Toil of the whole Day; nay perhaps to continue n 
till late at Night, morking out their Salvation with fear and 5 
. zzembling ? But then on the other fide, If it pleaſes God to t 
grant him a long Life, this alſo will turn to his Advantage: ſ © 
For tho he be not ſo happy now at preſent as his Cocvalis who 7 
died younger; yet he has this to comfort him and bear him t 
up under the Toil and Labour which he is ſtill to under go, 
That the longer he continues in this ſtate of Warfare and I © 
the more Enemies he encounters and overcomes, his Victory 1 
Will be ſo much the greater, and his Crown more glorious ; 
That tho' he ſtays longer for his Pay, he ſhall receive it at la C 
with large Intereſt: That his patient continuance in n 
|  Tolong will be recompenc'd with a moreample Reward; And t 
* that his Light Afflictions (2 Cor. iv. 17.) which are but for a Mo- 
ment, will work for him a far more exceeding aud eternal weight 0 
f Glory. So that upon the whole Matter, every good Man 2 
may ſay with St. Paul, (Phil. i. 2 1.) To me to live is Chrif, aud 5 
r ̃ ͤ ͤ m Toe. co rio 2 
But now, on the other ſide, To a wicked Man to die ſoon 
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£8 Curſe, and yet to live long is no Bleſſing. For if he be 

cut off Young he dies like a Fool, and is hürried away into 

- endieſs Miſery, without having enjoy'd {o much as his Portion 
8 wo. * 3 * OS 0 ö IE Ts. 2 

ol good things in this Life. And if his days be prolong'd, 
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ſtill he's an unhappy Man; For the longer he lives the more 


time he has to account for; and every Day's Misbehaviour 
will add to his Puniſhment ; and the longeſt Lite is but as a Mo- 
ment in compariſon with that Eternity which he will then be 
em oh to ſpend in fruitleſs: Repentance and unprofitable 
co wt 52 Sn a3 a0 
Well but, However you'll ſay, It is better to die in an Houſe 
than in the Streets or Fields; to be carry'd to the Grave by 
one's Friends than to be eaten up by Fiſhes or wild Beaſts. Lis 
2 fad thing, you'll ſay, to be burn d in one's Bed, ot to be 
cruſh'd to pieces by the tall of an Houſe; to be caſt away at 
Sea in a Storm, or to be dry'd up and wither d in an inſtant 
by a Flame of Lightning, and the lige. 
I anſwer : If Death ir (elf is terrible, (as it certainly is to the 
Man that lives in fin) it is and muſt be terrible, What: ver ſhape 
it comes in: But if it be not terrible in, it ſelf, (as to a good 
Man, who is at peace with God, and in his own Mind, it is 
not z) Ido not ſee why the Garb and Dreſs of it ſhould ſo 
much fright us; or why we ſhould judge any one fort of Death 
much better or much worſe than another. 
T here are, I think, but two chings that can reaſonaby be 
thought to make very conſiderable difference between one fort 
of Death and another; vx. Either becauſe one is mote Pain. 


ful, or elſe becauſè it is more Suddenly than another. We will 


therefore conſider theſe Two things diſtincti x. 
1. Whether a voilent Death be more painful than what we 
call a Natural Death: For if it be ſo, I grant it is in that re- 
ſpect worre 9 
Hut of this, I think, we can be no competent Judges, he- 
cauſe it is a matter of only inward Senſe: for e never try d 
either of them Our-ſelves, neither have We ſpoken wirh any 
that have try'd either of them, and much leis both of them. 
Fe only way therefore that is left for us to judge by, is the 
Obfervation that we make concerning others: And IE groatÞs 
and ſighs, and complaints, frequent ſwoonings, convulſiwe mo- 
tions, and firs of Maddeſs, be any Indications of extreme Pain, 


and I think they are the beſt we know of) there will nothing 


then wanting to perſuade us, that they who before they; die, 
lie burning many days in a High- fever, or are tormented with © 
a long fit of the Gour, or Stone, or Cholick, in Extrenuiy, 


. do endure as much, if not greater Torture, than they that are 


broken upon the Wheel, ar burnt in the Fire, or Wen | 
; . % 4 . . . 0 ; he N 
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and no more: And I believe there are many Diſeaſes that cauſe 
us as much pain as our Nature, in this ſtate, will bear; and if 
any pain exceeds theſe limits, if it once grows intolerable, Hu- 
mane Nature ſinks under it. Extremity of pain will ſoon put 
an end to it ſelf, and releaſe the Soul from that troubleſome 

Vehicle, which cauſes it intolerable uneaſineſs. So that in the 
Rate that we are now in, a moderate pain may be lingring and 
| _— but if it be violent, it can't long continue. But. 

98 

a violent Death; that it is ſor the moſt part ſudden and un- 


expected; that the Soul and Body, thoſe two old Friends, are 
parted, wirhout taking a ſolemn Leave of each other; and the 


Man is hurry'd away to Judgment, without any warning. 
And this, 1 confeſs, is a dreadful Conſideration to a wicked 

Man: Tis a fad thing for. ſuch an one, by the fall of a 

_ File, or the kick of an Horſe, to be ſent away into the Re- 


gions of Darkneſs, when perhaps he had never before once 


leriouſſy thought of Death, when he had not made the leaſt 
Preparation for it. | . TT 
But there are Natural ways of Dying as ſudden as by any 
fad Accident whatſoever ; and *tis as fad a thing for ſuch an 
one to go away in his Sleep, or to die of an Apoplexy, or to 
be ſeiz d with an incurable Lunacy: Nay, indeed, it is a fad 
thing for ſuch an one to die at all; becauſe no Death, tis to 
be fear'd, can be good, after a wicked Life: For tis not the 
faying, Lord have mercy, that will cure our evil Habits; that 
will kill our vicious Affections; that will render us, all in an 
inſtant, Good, Pure and Holy, and ſach as God would have 
us to be. And to keep the Commandments, (which our Sa- 
viour ſays I Matt. xix. 1 7. ] is what, sf we would enter Life, we mull 
do) is manifeſtly another thing than ti only to own, (tho with 
— 958 and trueſt profeffion of Sorrow) that we have not 
kept them. | KY | 32 
But then the Suddenneſs of Death, is an Evil only to ſuch 
as are not prepar d for it by an holy Life: For to a good Man 
no Death #5 bad, no Death indeed is ſudden ; becaule a good 
Man is always prepar'd to die, and is ever in expectation of 
Death: And nothing can be ſaid to be Sudden, bur what was | 
Unexpected, and Unlool®d for- A good Man therefore, know 
jag his Time to be uncertain, never puts off the doing of any 


Uo wmeeffiy Work of nis Salvation till ro-marrow, that can be 


ctane 


Tue truth is, Humane Nature is capable of ſo much Pain; 


"his perhaps may be accounted the great Unhappineſs of | 
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make him at firſt in ſome doubt, whether what had ha 


ne, Eero 

done to day: And he that every day does the Work of the 
day, is always ready to give an Account to God of his Work; 
And bleſſed in that Servant, whom his Lord when he cometh, ſhall 
find ſo doing. To him therefore it can be no ſurprize, it as 
he walks about his lawful Buſineſs, he drops down in an Apo- 

lexy ; or if when he firſt awakens our of his Natural Sleep, 
a» finds himſelf in another World: And it is all one to him, 
if he receives his Death by the Shot of a Buller, by a flaſh of 
Lightning, or by the fall of a Tower or an Houſe. The 
manner of Dying can make no great difference, when either 
way it is over in the twinkling x an Eye; and when as ſoon 


as ever the Man's Soul is releas d from the Priſon of the Body, 


this Houſe of Clay, it finds the blef] rem, ready to re- 
he Son its G4 


8 ccive 5 and conduct it to Heaven; and t 


er, and all the holy Company of the Spirits of ꝓuſt Men made 
perfect, ready to congratulare his ſafe Arrival to ihe Manſions 
of Everlaſting Joy and Bleſſedneſs. Or, if this be a Surpriſe, 


it is ſuch an one as we ſhould rather deſire and rejoyce at, 


than be afraid of; ſuch an one as it was to St. Peter, when 
having (as I may ſay) left himſelt in the Priſon aftcep berrpeen 
to Soldiers, and bound with two Chains, (Acts xii. 6, &c, he found 
himſelf, at his awaking, under the Conduct of an Angel, walk- 
ing in the Streets of Feruſalem. A ſudden ſurpriſe indeed 
it was, but it was a bleſſed one: It was ſuch as might vl 
to him was true, or he had only ſeen a Viſion; but ths 


alſo ſuch an one, as when he caine to himſelf, and was ſure 


of the Truth of it, could not but yield him great Pleafure 
and Satisfaction. p On 
Thus, you ſee, we may be miſtaken in the Nature of thoſe 
things which we account Good and Evil: And particularly, 

that a long Life, and a Natural Death, are nor ſo certain 

Good; nor a ſhort Life and a violent Death, ſo certain 
Evil as they are commonly ſuppoſed to be. The great al 
rence between the one and the other, depends upon the e 
[ale 


icked 
Man, all things axe Evil: and the very fame Event which tg. 
one of them would be the beft, may to the other of them be 
the worſt thing that could hippen. So that we can't with 
Certainty pronounce any Man B eſsd, or Miſerable, from the 
Accidents that beſal him. But, GH 
5 ( 24) Crant- 


neſs or Wickedneis of the ſeveral Men to whom 
| To a Gaod Man all things. are Geod; and to a 


4.4...) 
theſe things to be true, That they are indeed as Good or as Evil 
as we commonly think them to be; yet we may be miſtaken, 
when we judge them Arguments of Gods Love or Hatred, 
of his Favour or Diſpleaſure. No Man knowerth Love or Hatred, 
by all that 4 before them, ſays Solomon ; (Eccl. ix. by that 1s, No 
Man can certainly know how God ſtands affected towards 
any perſons, by the things, whether Good or Evil, that befal 
him in this World. And the Reaſon of this I have already 
antimated, viz. Becauſe this Lite is properly a State of Trial 
only, not of retribution : And while God is making Trial of 


Men, it may be very conſiſtent with hes Julie, and Hatred 


to Sin, to ſpare when they deſerve puniſhment, and to ſeek 
by his Goodneſs to draw them to Repentance ; and it may be 


likewiſe very conſiſtent with his Holineſs, and with the Love 


that he bears to good Men, to afflict them with Temporal 
Evils, for the Trial of their Faith, for the Exerciſe of their 


patience, for the Correction and Cure of ſomewhat that is a- 


miſs, or for ſome other end that he deſigns to bring about 
this way. Nay, it may be very conſiſtent with his Goodneſs 
to take them off by a violent, as well as by what is call'd a Na- 
tural Death; becauſe how much ſoever that can be ſuppos'd 
to be worſe than this, God is able to make them infinite amens 
in another State; and he will certainly make al things work to- 
gether for good to them that love him, Rom. viii. 28. 

I proceed now in the Fourch and laſt place. 


4. To ſhew, That as the Judgment which we are apt ta | 


paſs upon Men from what befals them in this Life, or from 
the manner of their Death is always Raſh, uncharitable and 
Uncertain; ſo in ſome Inſtances that have been, we are aſſu- 


* 


red, ſach a Judgment would have been falſe. 


1 - 


For thus, he that from the afflictions (the more than common 


Afflictions) that befel Fob, in which alſo there were ſeveral MW 


marks and characters of a ſpecial Hand and Providence of 
God, ſhould have concluded (as his Friends did) that however 
he had been blameleſs in the ſight of men, he was neverthe- 


lefs certainly known to God to be a man of Superlative wick- 


? 


y con- 


4 1 * 


edacſs, would have paſſed upon him a Jadzmear direct 
trary to the Judgment of God himſelf; 


him, (Job i. 8.) That there was not a Man like him upon the 
Earth a perfect and an upright Man, ene that feared G d and eſ- 


Sa +& 
And 
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( 2.) Granting the common Opinion which we have of 


who teſtify'd of | 


4 8 : 5 ( 1 7 | . 
And how falſe their Judgment was who thought the Gab- 
vil leans that were ſliin by Pilate, r than the other 
en, ¶ Galzleans that eſcap'd, and thoſe Eighteen upon whom the 
ed, Tower of Siloam fell and flew them, Sinners above all men 
ech that dwelt in Feruſalem. Our Saviour himfelf, who perfectly 
No knew what was in Man, (Joh. ii. 25.) here plainly tells us, Thank: 
ds Je that they were ſinners above all others, becauſe they Suffer d ſuch 
fal ings tel you, NW.. 4 wy l 
dy But cheſe however, it may be you'll ſay, were Sinners, and 
ial great Sinners too, altho* not greater than ſome others chat 
Woe nt in like manner taken off: Thus much ſeems to |} | 
ed allow'd by our Saviour himſelf, in this way of Expreſſion; 
ek Think ye that they mere greater Sinners, © 23 
be And what if ch be ranted ? Nay, and what if ic be fur- 
ve ther granted, that the Evil Accidents.chat befel them were, in 
al Judgment and Puniſhment upon them for their fins 5 it does 
ir not therefore follow; that becaufe they far d worſe than gther 
a- men in this World, they ſhall - alſo fare worſe than others: 
ut in the next: Nay indeed the contrary to this may Wich bet 
ster Reaſon be preſum d viz. That, having receiv d th Pu- 
- niſhment of their Sin in this World, by a [Temporal Judg- 
'd ment, the Juſtice of God, was in and thro' the merits and 
1s Satisfaction of Cs thereby ſo fully appeaſcd, as that .zhe, 
fame Sin ſhall not be imputed to them to their Eternal Con- 
demnation; according to that of the Apoſtle, (1 Cor. xi. 32 
Men we are judged we are chaſtned + the Lord, that we ſhould, 
a noc be condemned with the World. For it may be conſiderd that 
n e which the Apoſtle there ſpeaks of, Wang 
d Death 


of the Calamities of Life, but likewiſe of that Temporal: 
1- @ which was inflicted upon ſome that that had been guilty of great 
!Trregularities in the Celebration of the Holy Communion, as 
may be ſeen Ver. 30. For this Cauſe, many are weak. and fickly 
among you, and many ſleep. Even thoſe that ſlept, that,iszwho 
were ſmitten with Death, as well as thoſe that were ſmitten 
with Diſeaſes, were (as the Apoſtle ſeems plainly to intimate) 
chaſten'd of the Lord here, (Ecl. vii. 20.) that they might not be 
condemned with the Mrld hereafter. oe 4 a : 
Thus tho''it be ſuppoſed that a violent Death were always 
ſent for the perſonal Tranſgreſſion of the man that ſuffei*d 
it, we could not therefore conclude, that becauſe he was taken 
away in Judgment, he was ſo taken away in God's Diſpleaſure 
as to be excluded from his Mercy in the other World. 4 


1} 
SO 


os 


1 „ to 

- But 1 faid before, and that 1 ſtill abide by, That in Judg- 
ing a Man to bea Sinner, (in any other ſenſe, I mean, than as 
we are all Sinners; there not being 4 juſt Man upon Earth that 
deth good and ſinneth not; Eccleſ. vi. 10. Or in judging a Man 
to be a greater Sinner than others, only becauſe he comes to 
his Death by a fad Accident, ſuch as that ſpoken of in the 
Text, or becauſe he is taken off by any other fort of violent 
Death, we paſs ſuch a Judgment as in ſome Inſtances of theſe 
kinds would have been plainly falſe. 


For what ſhall we think of the Prophet of udab who was 


ſent by God to Propheſy againſt the Altar of Bethel, and in 
his Return Home was {lain by a Lion ? whoſe Story you have 


in the 13th Chapter of I. Rings. Tis true indeed, he had trank 
greſſed the Order that was given him by God, not toeat Bread 


dr drink Water there, Ver. 9. But then *tis to be cenſider dy 


chat his Tranſereffion of this Precept (which was at moſt but 


= Ceremonial Precept) was not out of any Averſion he had to 
if, or out of a Rebellious Spirit; for he ſhewed all the Wil- 
lingneis that could be to comply with it, and when the King 


Himſelf Ver. 8. had invited him to a Royal Entertainment at 


„dis Palace, he had tefuſed to accept of his Kindneſs upon an 
Terms, even altho the King would have given him half his Ea, 
only to have din'd with him, and the Reaſon of his Refuſal, 


he fays himſelf, was becauſe he had been otherwiſe ordered by 


God: And in the fame obedient Mind he continu'd after that; 


for having deliver'd his Meflage, he W ſ:t forwards 
on his Journey, and was on his way returning home ; when 
he was overtaken by a Reverend Od Man, Ver. 14. who 
told him that he alſo was a Prophet as he was, and that he 


had receivd a Revelation from God, by which that former 


Order given him uot to eat or drink there, had been revok'd, 
and by which he himſelf had been commanded to invite him to 
his Houſe, and to entertain him there with Bread and Drink. 
His Tranſgteſfion therefore of the Order that God hid given 
him, cho not to be juſtify'd, yet ſeems not to have proceeded 
from any Wickedneſs in his Mind; He was indeed over- 
credulous in believing another Man's pretence to Revelations 
abainſt a clear Revelation that had bꝛen given to himſelf; but it 


appeats to have been an Error of his Jodgment only, not 4 | 
r 


Fault in his Will: For it ſeems highly probable from the 


whole Story, that he would not upon any Account, by no 
inducements or perſuaſions whatever, have been prevaild with 
; | | to 


„n „ Wo A% 
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to ¶ to the contrary, died in Peace in his Bed. It is therefore hig 


r ==. 
to go back, had he not been really perſuaded chat the other 
Prophet had indeed receiv'd ſuch a Revelation as be preten- 
ded vacating and countermanding, in that particular, the 
Revelation which had been before made to himſelf, 
But now che Crime of the Old Prophet of Bethel, who yd 
to this Prophet, and who knew that he ly d when he told him 
he had receiv d ſuch a Revelation, was manifeſtly exceeding 
great: For what Crime almoſt can be conceiv'd greater than 
it was to utter a known Untruth in the Name of God Had 
therefore the Death of the Pi ophet of Fudah by the Lion been 
deſign' d chiefly as a Puniſhment for Sin, the Wilful Deceiver, 
one would think, ſhould rather have been ſo puniſh'd, than hs 
chat was (I had almoſt faid innocently )deceiv'd : His Crime be- 
ing of the two evidently much the greateſt. But it happen d 
uite otherwiſe ; The true Prophet was flain by a Lion, and 
the deceiver and falſe Prophet eſcap d, and for ought appt 


bly 
robable that the death of this Prophet who was ſlain by the 
jon, tho? it might be truly calPd a Judgment of God upon 

him for his Diſobedience, yet was not deſign d by God fo much 
for his Puniſhment, as to give confirmation tothe Truch of ihr 
Prophecy which he had before urter*d” againſt the After in Bs | 
thel. And this it did, even to the full ſatisfaction of chat falſe 
Prophet who had Qeceiv'd him; who therefore order d/himifelt 


0, 1, 22.] to bebury'din theſame Grave wich him, thats 


when the time ſhould come wherein this Prophecy was t be 
fulfid, as he was then well aſſur d ic would be, N zones 
might not be diſturb d. | 5 


Another Inſtance of this kind, wherein fuch Judgment con- 
cerning a Man from the manner of his Death would have been 
| plainly falſe, we have in Joſtab, ho was fl ain by the ſword 
of his Enemies, and in the vigour of his Age, under 40 years 
old. 2 King xxiii. 29. xxii. 1, Ahd now who that had read 
| only the Hiſtory of his Death, would not have concluded that 
he was certainly one of the worſt of the Kings of Fullab, xxi. 1. 
at leaſt much worſe than his Grandfather Manaſſeb, who liv'd 


it 67, and reign'd 55 years, and at laſt died in peace. And yet if 


you read the whole Hiſtory of both their Lives, you figd that 
a3 Manaſſeb had been the very worſt, ſo Feſtab was the belt + 
Ring that had reign'd in Judab: For of him the * = 4 


Vbo acts in God's place, and of whoſe Judgment 'tis expreſly 


giſtrate) « the Miniſter of God, @ Revenger to execute Wrath 
Agon bim that doth Evil; Rom. xiii. 4. It therefore we might 


* — 


(is) 


felt tellibes, 2 King xii. 2. That be did bat which was right 


in the ſight of the Lord, and walked in all the way of David bu ** 
Fat ber, and turned not aſide to the right band or to the left ;M"* 
And in another place, xxii. 25. That like unto bim there as e 
u King before bim, that turned to the Lord with all his heart Pen 
and with all bis Soul, and with all bis might, according to al R 
the Law of "Moſes, neither after bim aroſe there any like him. 7. 
But there is no ſort of violent Death that can with better bt 
reaſon be thought a Judgment of God upon the Perſon that Her 
ſuffers. it; than that Which is/ inflicted by the Sentence of the Nhat 
Magiftrate, who is God's Deputy and Vicegerent upon Earth, 


faid in Scripture, Deut. I. 17. That it is God's Judgment; I 
judge not for Man, but for the Lord, 2 Chr. xix. G. ſaid Jebo- 
{aphat to the Judges whom he had appointed in the Cities of 
Judah: And he, (ſays the Apoſtle, ſpeaking of the Civil Ma- 


fay of any Man that dies a violent Death, that he is ſmitten of 
God for his evil Deeds; we might, I think, with the moſt cer- 
rainty. ſay it of thoſe who are formally try*d and condemn'd 
to Death as Malefactors, by the Sentence of theſe Miniſters of 
God, theſe Executioners of his Wrath'; and who are put to death 
by that Sword which God himſelf hath given into their hands; 
But what ſhall we fay then of thoſe Antient Worthies who by 
this very Judgment, were tortured, and had trial of cruel Mock- 
ivgs and Scourgings © Heb. xi. 35, 36, 37, 38. and not only 
ſo, but who ere ſtoned, and ſawn aſunder, and ſlain with the 


S word ? for ſo the Author to the Hebrews tells us a great many F 
were, of whom yet the World mat not worthy, Or what then re ! 
ſhall we ſay of all the holy Apoſtles of our Lord, and of the 1 th 
Noble Army of Martyrs, both of the preſent and former Ages, ric! 
who by the Sentence of God's Deputy the Civil Magiſtrate, Nom. 
have, been condemn'd to various kinds of Death, by many de- ho 
-greez more fad and painful than either the Galileans ſuffer ] : ic 
at. 


Tower in Siloam tell? OM Por a 


who were {lain by Plate, or thoſe Eighteen upon whom the 
When 


| ! | 
When therefore we ſee any Man ſtrinken as it were, by the 
and of God, and taken away by a violent Death; either by 
he Judgment of the Magiſtrate, or by a ſad Accident; tho 
ye may and ought to reſt ſatisfy d in it, fo far as the Provi- 
dence of God is therein concern'd, firmly believing thar God 
s Righteous in all bu ways and holy in all bis Works: Pf. cxlv. 
7, Weought not however to ſay, nay we ought not ſo much 
is think within our ſelves, Surely this Man was a great Sin- 
er; greater than we who are left alive, greater than others 
hat die peaceably in their Beds, and in a good old Age. For. 
Frhatever another Man hath ſuffer'd is no more than we all 
ven the beſt of us do deſerve to ſuffer: And it is not any 


1; Noorthineſs in any of us, but only the great Mercy and Long- 
„Huffering of God that has kept is ſo long in Life and Saſety. 
ond if upon this we take occaſion to judge untharitably of out 


Brother, or to pride and pleaſe our ſelves in a fond Conceit 


4- ; : 
Fhat we are the ſpecial Favourites of Heaven, that God ſees 
ht ho fin in us, and that we need no Amendment; we ſhall at 


ength find to our Coſt that God's preſent forbearance of us is 
only a reſervation of us for ſome greater Puniſhment, either 
n this World or in the other. And this leads me to the Se- 
ond point that I propounded to diſcourſe of, vis. FB" 
IT. To ſhew that the right uſe which we ought to make of 
ny Evil or Calamity befalling another Man either in his Life 
Yr in his Death, is, by the conſideration thereof to be incited 
o reform and amend whatever is amiſs in our own Lives, leſt 
he ſame Evil that has befallen him or a worſe, ſhould befal 
s. Except ye repent ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh, , © 
For it is certain that all the Temporal Judgments of God 
re ſent upon Men for the Puniſhment of Sin; tho? not always 
| their Sin in particular, or of theirs more eſpecially who are 
tricken by it: For the Temporal Judgments of God are moſt 
ommon ly deſign'd for National Punithments; and when 4 
hole Nation deſerves to be rooted out for their ſcandalous 
Vickedneſs, it is indeed great Mercy and Goodneſs in Ged 
he Nhat he is pleaſed to make ſome few of them only Examples 
or a Terror to the feſt. Herein God deals with a ſinful Nati- 
n a8 tis euſte mary fot Earthly Governors or Commanders of 
5 At⸗ 


Armies to do in the caſe of Sedition or Mutiny ; cis not fit that 
the Crime ſhould be wholly unpunifh'd, becauſe then the Au. NO 
thority of the Governor would quickly become vile and ſigh ye 
ted; and yet ſhould all that partake in the Crime be in volv Mh. 
in the Puniſhment, the Execution would be too bloody and 
ſevere. In ſuch a caſe therefore they commonly mix Merce 
with Severity, and take out by Lot, as they judge needſul, one 
out of Ten, or one out of Twenty, or one out of an Hundred 
and having done Execution upon them, let the reſt go free, i 
hope that by the Puniſhment which ſome have ſuffer'd, and 
which they all have been in danger of, they will be deterr@ 
from committing the like Crime again. 1 
And thus I ſay, God often deals with a finful Nation, whi 
it is time for him to work, becauſe they have made void hne 
Law; Pſal. 119. 106. he nevertheleſs, even in Judgment 
commonly remembers Mercy, and ſmites only ſome, and le 
others eſcape; cuts oft ſome, and gives others a longer timed 
Trial. And not only fo, but in ſetting ſome out for Exec 
tion, he ſeems alſo co take them juſt pay: it were by Lot, by 
meer Chance and Accident: In theſe National Judgments mi! 
commonly lets the Arrows of his Vengeance flie, as it were 
random, juſt as if he were not at all concern'd who were ſtrike 
or who eſcaped. Such, I fay, the Adminiſtration of his Prov! 
dence in executing his Vengeance in this World common 
ſeems to us; and it muſt needs ſeem ſo, when, according t 
the beſt Judgment that we can make concerning Men, we ſt 
the Good and the Bad, the Righteous and the Wicked, | an 
as many in proportion of the one fort as of the other, afflid 
ed by the fame Judgment, deſtroy'd by the ſame Plague, 0 
cut off by the ſame evil Accident. | 52) 
And yet this Method of the Divine Providence, is in trutl 
the wiſeſt that could be taken; the moſt ſuitable to the Natur 
and Deſign of Temporal, and eſpecially of National Juds 
ments; and wherein there is admirable mixture of Wi 
dom, of Juſtice, and of Goodneſs.  _ 53511 
For ſhodid none but good Men ſuffer in a National Calif I 
mity, this would make it look as if the world were govern 
by a wicked Spirit; and beſides, would give too great En 
R | 1 coutagf ©? 


Au. kouragement to Men to live in wickedneſs, by making it ap- 
gh. pear to them the moſt probable means of ſaving and ſecuring 
hemſelves from harm. It is therefore plainly neceſſary that 

an a National Judgment, ſome at leaſt ſhould be choſen out 
rom among the wicked to be made Examples. 1 
And yet, on the other {ide ſhould none but notorious wicked 
len ſuffer in ſuch a Calamity, this would give too much 
round to think that this life was deſigu d by God for a ſtate of 
etribution as well as of Trial to Men; and conſequently 
hat there might poſſibly be no other Life after this. And be- 


that 


ſides, ſuch an Execution as this would not ſo well anſwer the 
nd of a National Judgment; for what Judgment or Puniſh- | 
Wnent would it be to a Nation to have none cut off from it, but 
nly ſuch as it ſelf would wiſh to be cut off? Such as it would 
e glad to be rid of? Such as being diſturbers of the publick 
Peace and Welfare would have been taken away by Humane 
Huſtice, if that could have its due courſe againſt all Crimes and 
upon all Offenders? But it is truly a Judgment and a Cala- 
Imity to a Nation to be depriv'd of ſome of its beſt Members, 
to have thoſe cut off that are the moſt uſefal to it, and do the 
moſt good in it: So that a Nation is then moſt ſeverely pu- 
Iniſh'd when the Judgment lights chiefly upon ſuch; the Loſs 
of a few good Perſons out of it being a much greater Loſs and 
Damage to it than it would have been to have had ten times 
che ſame number of other Men taken wax. 
When therefore the Providence of God takes this courſe, 
and deſtroys both the good and the bad by the ſame common 
J Calamity this both is an Argument of God's higheſt Diſplea- 
ſure, and alſo gives juſt ground to fear that he deſigns not to. 
ſtop at this, bur to go on and puniſh the ſinful Nation ſtill 


& -? 


ſeven times more for their Iniquity. DOTS 1 
lay, firſt, It is an Argument of God's higheſt Diſpleaſure 
Vat preſent. And in this ſenſe I underſtand thoſe words of the 
Prophet Ezekiel, Chap. xxi. v. 3, 4, 5. Say to'the Land of 
YG 1/rael, Thus ſaith the Lord, Bebold 1 am againſ# thee, and will 
ra forth my Sword out of hu ſheath, and will cut off from 
Tall bee the Righteous and the Wicked. Seeing then that Iwill cat 
ag From thee the Righteous and the Wicked, therefore fhall my 

„ B 2 —— 


South to the North; That all Fleſh may know that Ithe Lord 
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Sword go forth out of hs ſheath againſt all Fleſu, from the 


have arawn forth my Sword out of hu ſheath, It ſhall not re. 
turn any more It ſhall not return any more: That is, It ſhall 
go on deſtroying till it has made a full end, _ "mn 
And this was what I further ſaid ; vis. That when Goldi be: 
proceeds after this manner, deſtroying in any publick Cal 

lamity the Righteous with the Wicked, this affords great cauſeſno 


ro fear that his Juſtice will not be ſatisfy*d with this one Exe. be 
cution, but that he intends to puniſh the ſinful Nation (till if 
ſeven times more for their Iniquity. For ſo, when he gave th: 
good King Joſiab (the beſt King that ever reign'd in Fudab) th 
to be ſlain by the Sword of his Enemies, the reaſon was be 
cauſe he was reſoly'd to deſtroy his Nation, to remove Fudabl in, 
alſo out of bis Sight as be had removed Iſrael; 2 Kin. xxii #6 
27.—Kx11. 20. and therefore he took him firſt away, that hi G. 
Ejes might not fee the Evil that be was bringing upon bus Per ce 
ple. And whenever he ſuffers good Men (eſpecially if they 
were remarkably ſuch) too be taken away by the deſtroying V 
Angel in a common Plague of Calamity, whoever wiſely and h: 
religiouſly conſiders the matter, will always be apt to fear it fi 
is for the ſame reaſon, according to that of the Prophet Iſaiah _ 
Ivi. 1. The Riphteous periſheth, and no man layeth it to beart i . 
and merciful men are taken away, none conſidering, that th tt 
Righteeus i taken away, from the evil ta come, 80 

And as it is an Argument of God's ſevereſt Diſpleaſure 2. 2! 
gainſt a whole Nation, when he thus takes away 545 it were ly 
without diſcriminating ) the Righteaus and the Wicked, fo hi 
the {ame is likewiſe an [nftance and Expreſſion of his wondet- 7 
ful Grace and Goodnefs to particular Men: Indeed, he ſheF,] * 
herein as much Goodneſs and Tenderneſs to particular Per h 
ſons as he could poſſibly do while he is executing his juſt Ven 4 


geance upon that whole ſinful Nation which they compoſe i 7 
For what can be more gracious, what can be more agreeable V 
to the infinite goodneſs of that God, 29 & not willing that an 

Haul periſh, but that all ſhould come to repentance, 2 Pet. nf V 
9. than it is to take away in a Common and National Cala - © 


mity, ſuch as will be the leaſt ſufferers by it in their own Per- 2 


(ſons 
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Icons, ſuch as are the fitteſt to die? and to endure with much 


long ſuffering the veſſels of wrath filled with deſtruction; Rom. 
1. 4275 951 is, My SFr as if he ſhould then take them 
away muſt be unavoidably miſerable to all Eternity, but who 
may (and tis to be hap'd, will) by this goodneſs and for- 
bearance of God to be led to Repentance? —\ ©. 
But if neither by the Judgment that has befallen others, 
nor by the Goodneſs that has been ſhew'd to themſelves, they 


xe · be brought to Repentance, their Caſe then will be worſe than 
if they had been taken off ſooner: For unleſs they. repent, 


the longer they contiaue in the World, they will have only 
the more Sins to anſwer for; and by Rom. ii 4, 5, 6. deſpiſing 
the Riches of God's Goodneſs and Forbearance and Long-ſuſfer- 
ing, they only will treaſure up unto themſelves wrath againſt 


m the day of wrath, and revelation of the righteous judgment of 


God, who will render to every Man according to bis deeds, Ex- 
cept ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe peri(h. pf 

E crave your Patience only while I make Application of 
what has been ſaid, to our ſelves, with regard to a Caſe that 
has lately happen'd amon g us, and which is a principal Occa- 
ſion of our preſent meeting. 5 3 

And I might almoſt ſay of the Words of the Text, as our 
Saviour in Luke iv. 2. did concerning a Text which he was 


then preaching upon out of the Prophet I/aiab, The day 45 ths 


Scripture fulfilled in your Ears. For we have had lately among 
our ſelves an Inſtance like to that ſpoken of in the Text, on- 
ly much more ſevere and terrible. For many more we have 
heard of thin Eighteen that have been kill'd upon the Land, 
much in ſuch manner as theſe Men were, by the fall of Walls 
and Houſes upon their Heads: And I fear I might fay there 
have been more than as many Hundred caſt away and drown'd + 


at Sea in the late dreadful Storm; none of which had more 


Teaſon to fear or expect their Death at that time than we had, 


bl | who by the goodneſs of God are fill alive. 


| Now, why they were taken away, and why we were left, 
we our ſelves can give no reaſon; Oaly this we may be ſure. 
of, that it was nat becauſe we were better than they, that they 
are dead and we alive: This we may be ſure 0%, that there 
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e 
were not worſe Men taken away pw are ſtill remaining as Te 
mong us: Nay, and it is further highly probable that there 
are not better now Men alive than ſome were who by that vio- 
lent Tempeſt were forcibly driven into that Heaven where 
they would be, into the Heaven of Eternal Reit and Peace. It is 
impoſſible therefore for us to give a Reaſon of this Diſpenſa. 
tion, of Providence as to particular Men ; and of what we 
are not able to make a true Judgment, the Judgment that we 
give, if it be not uncharitable, muſt at leaſt be raſh and un- 
Certain; Let us therefore (as the Apoſtle exhorts, 1 Cor. iv. ; 
7 Judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who 

th will bring to light the hidden things of darkneſs, and will 
make manifeſt the Counſels of the Hearts: And then ſhall eve: 
ry man have praiſe of God. Think ye, ſays our Lord, that they 
were Sinners above all that dwelt in Jeruſalem? I tell you Nay, 
But whether they were Sinners or no, or whether they were 
Sinners above others, or no, that have been taken away in this 
ſad Calamity, the Calamity ir ſelf was doubtleſs a Judgment 
ol God upon us all, even upon the whole Nation for our ma- 
nifold and crying Sings: And when the Fudgments of God are 
in the Earth, the Inhabitants of the World ſhould learn righte- 
oufucſs, Iſa. xxvi. 9. They that have been taken away by this 
Judgment, ſeemingly in God's Diſpleaſure, are Examples to 
us of that Vengeance which we had all of us deſerv'd and 
which we had alſo all of us felt, if he had ſuffer'd his whole 

Diſpleaſure to ariſe, | 1 | 
Let not us thereſore who have eſcaped, let not even ſuch 
of us who have eſcaped by a ſignal, or even wonderful Pro- 
vidence of God, ( as ſome have done, think ever the better 
of our ſelves for this; for we are not by this abſolved, out 
Judgment is but only delay'd for a While: And it may be re- 
membered, Jude 5. how that the Lord having ſaved. the 
People out of the Land of Egypt, (and that too by Signs and 

Wonders, by a mighty band and aftratch'd out Arm, jet after: 
ward deſtroy d them that believed nut. 5 

But even this cannot yet be ſaid of us, that we are we: All 
that can be ſaid, is, that we are not yet deſtroy d but how ſoon n 
we may be, God caly knows; and that too by a much ah 
| | g * 


Deſtruction than they were who periſh'd in the late dreadful 
rempeſt. For the ſame hand that then ſmote us, is ſtill over 


us; and thy we hope that the Winds and Storms have already 
fulfilld all that was given them in command by God, yet the 
fame Word at which they aroſe, can arm and ſend ſorth an 
other of his Creatures for our Deſtruction. The ſame Power 
that has ſhaken the tops of our Honſes, can ſhake the Founda- 
tions alſo, and make them become in an inſtant an heap of 
Rubbiſh to cover and bury our dead Carcaſſes in; and he that 
has given ſo many of late to be ſwallowed up by the Sea, can, 


if he pleaſes, command the Earth alſo to ſwallow up us that 


remain; ſome menaces of this kind, tis ſaid we have lately had 
in ſome part of the Nation. But this we may be aſſur'd of, 
that unleſs we improve to good purpoſe the Reſpite which God 
now affords us, we ſhall yet fall under a heavier Condemnati- 
on, than if we had been call'd to Judgment ſooner. Except ye 


repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. And that we have not yet fe- 


pented to good purpaſe is evident, becauſe for all the Evils that 
God has hitherto ſent upon us, hi Anger # not turned away, 
but bis Hand is ſtretched out ſtill, For there are four things 
which God calls his four ſore Judgments, Ezek xiv. 21. The 
Sword, and the Famin, and the noiſom Beaſt ,and the Peſtilence; 
the firſt of which, and (if David 2 Sam. xxiv. 14. thought 
right) the ſoreſt of all God's Judgments The Sword, has been 
now almoſt without Intermiſſion, for ſeveral years paſt, and 
is ſtill very heavy upon us; tho? (God be thank d) not ſo hea- 

vy as in otber Countries where the Seat of the War has been; 
nor yet fo heavy as it might have been, and as we have rea- 
to fear it ſtill may be. For if in the War we are now engag d 
in we ſhould be unſucceſsful, it may, and probably will be, in 
its conſequences, a great deal ſorer Evil than any that has yet 
befallen us; and much better would it have been for us to have 
periſh'd before, tho? by the worſt of Accidents, than to live to 
ſee (which yet we muſt then expect to ſee) our Country de- 


| voured by Strangers, our holy Religion aboliſh'd, and Popery 


and Slavery entail'd upon us and our Poſterity forever. : 
Great Reaſon there is therefore that we ſhould pray conti- 
nually (as we do) for good Succeſs in this War, on the Iſſue 

VV where- 
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whereof che Fate of the whole Nation, both as to Temporals and Spirif 
tuals, does, to all appearance, depends. And upon whatever other ſpecial 
occaſion we are at any time call'd upon to faſt, and to humble our ſelves 
before God, ina ſenſe of his heavy diſpleaſure, it ought to be a conſiderable 
part of our Prayer, That God wouid be now with ws to help 15 and to fight 
our Battlels ; and that, howſoever he may think fit to correct us for o 

Fut, hemould yet never deliver us up into the hands of thoſe Men whoſe Men 
cies are cruel. This is what among other things, we have been now begs 
Sing of God; and I hope the conſideration of his great Diſpleaſure ad 
gainſt us, manifeſtly ſhew'd forth in the late terrible Storm, has made us 
do ir with more than uſual Seriouſneſs and Devotion. i 
- But. Faſting and Praying alone will not obtain our Pardon; they along 
will not avert from us the Fudgments of God, or procure the continuauetl 
his Mercies. The Heathen Ninevites underſtood better than this by 
the light of Nature only; and therefore when their deſtruction had been 
threatned by Jonah the Prophet, they, by the ſame Proclamation which 
ordered general Faſting and Supplication, enjoyn'd likewiſe a general Rail 
formation of Manners ; Jonah, iii, 6, 7, 8. When the Word came to the 
King of Nine eh he cauſed it to be proclaim'd and publiſh'd thro Nis 
zeveh, (by the Decree of the King aud his Nobles,) ſaying, — Let Man 
and Beaſt be covered with Sackclorh, and cry mightily unto God; yea, Ie 
them turn every one from his evil way, and from the violence that is ql 
their Hands, This is the Magiſtrates part to forbid, and (ſo far as in thenl 
lies) by wholefom Laws and a vigorous Execution of them, efſectually 80 
reſtrain and ſuppreſs at leaſt the open practice of Wickedneſs. And ig 
this, there has, I think, been nothing wanting on the part of our molt 
Religious and gracious QUEEN, May all Her Miniſters of State and 
Officers of Juſtice but do their Duties as well; May you the Magiſtrates of 
this Capital City be herein a good Patern ro the whole Kingdom; And 
may there be on the People's part (and I pray God there may be in all of 
us as ready and full a Compliance with Her Majeſty's pious Deſigns as then 
was in the Suhjects of Nineveh ; and then we may reaſonly hope that 
our Faſting and Prayer will be as availing as theirs was; Fonah iii, 16, 
that when God ſees our Works, and that we turn from our evil Way, He 
alſo will repent of the Evil that he thought to do unto us, Then, and 
no other Terms, we may reaſonably expect that he will bleſs us with Vis 
Hory and good Succeſs, and in his own due time with ſuch a Peace, 4 
may tend to the Glory of his great Name, the Preſervation of his Chureh 
and true Religion, the Honour and Safety of Her Majeſty, and the SE 
'chrity and Proſperity of theſe -Kingdoms. = > 
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© Which God of his , you 5 the Sake of our Lord 76% 
Chpbriſt, to whom with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt be all 

Honour and Glory, now and for ever. Amen. - "_ 
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